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Handler of mule accounts linked to 1§

over 100 cyber crime cases held

Syndicate had links to Cambodia masterminds; 5 associates of ring also arrested

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, JANUARY 28

A YOUNG Bollywood aspirant
from Odisha who was doing
small time modelling gigs and
ended up becoming a handler of
a network of hundreds of cyber
mule accounts with links to in-
ternational masterminds in
Cambodia, was arrested by cy-
ber crime sleuths of Pimpri
Chinchwad. The investigators
also arrested five syndicate asso-
ciates from Jharkhand, Gujarat
and Maharashtra who handled
mule accounts flagged in over
100 cyber crime cases registered
across India.

The major breakthrough
came when a cyber crime team
of Pimpri Chinchwad police had
been investigating a particular
share trading cyber fraud regis-
tered earlier this month in which
the victim was duped of Rs 7.6
lakh on the promise of high re-
turns. During the initial phase of
the probe, the investigation
team zeroed in on a suspect,
Shubham Londhe (24), from
Chikhali area of Pune.

Police found that Londhe
was handling a small set of
mule accounts by himself used
in cyber crimes and had given
access of these accounts to a
higher level handler who went
by the name Sam David. It fur-
ther came to light that this Sam
David was handling a network
of hundreds of mule accounts
and was in contact with inter-
national cyber criminals in
Cambodia.

.~

The investigation team with the arrested suspects. Express

"Probe revealed that Sam
David was using at least 20 dif-
ferent phone numbers, had his
primary base in Goa and was
moving across India. We re-
ceived a concrete tip off that he
was coming to Hinjewadi on
January 23. He was nabbed
from Hinjewadi and it came to
light that his real name is
Sambidhkumar Shripati Nayak,
22, aresident of Rourkela in
Odisha, a Bollywood aspirant.
Probe has revealed that recently
he had booked at least seven
hotel rooms at various places in
Pune where he was keeping the
mule account holders for some
duration,” said Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Crime)
with Pimpri Chinchwad police,
Sandeep Doiphode.

"Investigation revealed
Nayak alias Sam David moved

to Maharashtra with aspirations
to become a star in Bollywood.
He initially did some small time
modelling gigs and was pursu-
ing a Bachelors in Computer
Applications from a College in
Mumbai. In the party circles of
Pune and Mumbai he came in
contact with some people with
links to international cyber
criminals. He soon rose in ranks
and was currently operating a
vast network of mule account
holders across India and re-
ported to masterminds in
Cambodia,” said an officer who
is part of the probe.

Two teams of cyber investi-
gators checked the hotel rooms
booked by Sam David. It was re-
vealed that the kits of these
mule accounts — comprising
account details, debit card, SIM
card linked to the account

among other things — were
moved using an online delivery
application to avoid getting
caught. From a flat in Bavdhan,
the investigation teams ar-
rested one Raj Ansh Singh (21),
a student from Hazaribagh in
Jharkhand who had been re-
ceiving these mule account kits
and would send the details to
masterminds in Cambodia. He
was the third person to be ar-
rested in the case. The investi-
gation and questioning of these
suspects led police to arrest
three more persons identified
as Himanshu Kumar Thakur
(24) of Hazaribagh, Gaurav
Sharma (40), a tiffin service op-
erator from Valsad in Gujarat
and Ankush More (31), a busi-
nessman from Nashik.

Pimpri Chinchwad police
commissioner Vinoykumar
Choubey, who supervised the
probe, said, "The arrest of the
main handler of the interna-
tional syndicate Sam David and
his five accomplices has led our
cyber investigators to expose
and bust a vast network of mule
accounts. Till now over 100 cy-
ber frauds cases from across
India have been linked to the
mule accounts from the net-
work."

The probe was led by DCP,
crime, Sandeep Doiphone and
ACP Vishal Hire and the inves-
tigation team comprised
Inspector Ravikiran Nale,
Assistant Inspector Praveen
Swami and Sub inspectors
Sagar Poman, Vaibhav Patil,
Prakash Katkade and the con-
stabulary staff.

o

Upr IN ARMS

Members of Shiv Sena UBT protest at Khopat bus stand on Tuesday against the hike in

MSRTC ticket rates. Deepak Joshi

‘What happens
after death’: Teen
dies by suicide

after net search

Nagpur: A 17-year-old girl in
Nagpur city allegedly died by sui-
cide on Monday after searching
online about “what happens af-
ter death”, police said on Tuesday.

The deceased, a Class 12 stu-
dent of a private school and the
only child of an RBI official in
Nagpur, frequently searched for
information about death and for-
eign cultures, they said.

She allegedly slashed her
wrist with a “stone blade knife”
which she ordered online, and
then slit her throat, police said.
Her mother, a homemaker,
found her lying in a pool of blood
in her bedroom and raised an
alarm, police said. PTI

Justice who laid a roadmap for prison reforms

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

KNOWN FOR laying down a
roadmap for prison reforms in
Maharashtra and advocating
human rights causes, Justice
SRadhakrishnan (78), a former
judge of the Bombay High
Court, passed away at a hospi-
tal in the city on Tuesday
morning. After his retirement,
Justice Radhakrishnan headed
a panel that recommended
steps to reduce overcrowding
injails and improve health con-
ditions of inmates.

Born on December 25, 1946,
Justice Radhakrishnan had pur-
sued BScand LLB and stood first
in the LLM course of Mumbai
University. He enrolled as an ad-

Maharashtra

to remove
blank pages
from Balbharati
textbooks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

MAHARASHTRA STATE Board
curriculum textbooks published
by Balbharati will nolonger have
blank pages included after every
chapter in all subjects. State's
school education department
has decided to withdraw the de-
cision from last year that had at-
tracted wide-spread backlash
from teachers, educationists and
parents across states.

In a Government Resolution
(GR) announced on Tuesday by
the state’s school education de-
partment, it declared that it has
decided to withdraw the GR
dated March 8, 2023 which had
announced inclusion of blank
pages after every chapter in text-
books prepared by Balbharti on
Maharashtra State Board curricu-
lum for classes 2 to 8. “From aca-
demic year 2025-26, textbooks
will be provided without blank
pages, as per the traditional prac-
tice of publishing textbooks,”
stated the GR.

The initiative of adding blank
pages to the textbooks was an-
nounced in 2023 by the previous
school education minister Deepak
Kesarkar. This was applicable to
only those textbooks prepared for
free-of-cost distribution in state
government-runschools. Theidea
then was reducing the weight of
school bags by providing blank
pages in textbooks, as an alterna-
tive to notebooks so that students
will not have to carry notebooks
separately. The decision, however,
was met with severe criticism.

Noting public sentiments,
School Education Minister Dada
Bhuse took the decision to with-
draw the initiative.

vocate on October 15, 1971, and
practiced before the Bombay
High Court in constitutional,
civil, labour, criminal, company
and service matters and spe-
cialised in civil writ matters in-
volving constitutional and ad-
ministrative law. He was
designated as senior advocate in
December 1991.

He also taught constitutional
law, administrative law, public
international law and press laws
for LLB and LLM students for
over a decade before his ap-
pointment as additional judge of
Bombay HCon April 15,1996.He
was made permanent judge in
April, 1998 and he served as HC
judge for nearly 12 years until he
retired in December 2008. He re-
ceived Doctorate in Human
Rights during his judicial career.

JusTICE
S RADHAKRISHNAN

1946-2025

After his retirement, Justice
Radhakrishnan served as the
chairperson of the Maharashtra

MIA face of the ‘almost

repoll’ in Maharashtra
wants to help AAP
curb EVM ‘tampering’

PUSHKARBANAKAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

[FTHE Nationalist Congress Party
(SP)has announced its support to
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in
Delhi, at least one of its MLAs,
Uttam Jankar, has gone one step
further. He says he has reached
out to the AAP to apprise it of the
ways in which EVMs can be “ma-
nipulated”, ahead of the polling -
and counting - for the Delhi
Assembly elections.

Jankar believes he is the right
person to do so. While the NCP
(SP) leader had won from the
Malshiras constituency in the
Maharashtra Assembly polls in
November last year, voters in
Markarwadi village falling under
the seat had announced a “re-
poll” by ballot paper, raising
questions over Jankar’s BJP rival
leading from there in the
Assembly polls. Following threat
of action by the authorities and
the imposition of prohibitory or-
ders, the “repoll” had been can-
celled. Jankar was one of the 89
people booked for allegedly vio-
lating the prohibitory orders.

Jankar, who was in Delhi last
week and met AAP Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh, told The Indian
Express that he will be meeting
AAP booth-level leaders soon to
apprise them of possible ways the
BJP can “tamper with” EVMs.

“We had planned a protest at
Jantar Mantar over the EVM
discrepancies too, but it was
called off due to security restric-
tions for Republic Day. I will
meet AAP leaders and tell them
how the BJP manipulates
EVMs,” Jankar said.

Sources said a protest along

with AAP leaders was still on the
cards and may be held after
January 31. The campaigning for
the February 5 Delhi elections
ends on February 3.

Jankar said that given the
shortage of time, “there isa possi-
bility that the meeting with AAP
booth-level leaders may be held
virtually, as it would be easier”.

Sanjay Singh confirmed
meeting the NCP (SP) MLA but
said he was unaware about
Jankar's possible meeting with
booth-level leaders. Highly
placed sources in the AAP added
that the party had for its part
roped inyoung engineers to keep
an eye out on voting day. “On
February 5, the team will moni-
tor voting as we have informa-
tion that the authorities, includ-
ing the police, may try to slow
down the voting process,” a
source said.

As per sources, other youths
affiliated to the AAP in areas
where the party is strong could be
trained in the use of “sting de-
vices” to record any incidents of
“police or administrative high-
handedness”.

Asked about Jankar’s re-
marks, the NCP(SP) was guarded,
with the chief party spokesper-
son Mahesh Tapase only saying
they were “strategically support-
ing” the AAP. “We want to defeat
the BJP. With this in mind, we are
supporting the AAP strategically
as among the non-BJP parties in
the fray in Delhi, it has the high-
est chance of coming to power,”
he said.

Advocating better coordina-
tion between non-BJP parties,
Tapase said his party may also ex-
tend “support to the Congress on
strategic seats” if the need arises.

Administrative Tribunal (MAT)
from 2009 to 2014.

In 2017, on directions from
the High Court, Maharashtra
government constituted a five-
member committee headed by
Justice Radhakrishnan (Retd) to
look into prison reforms and
modernisation in the state.

As per Justice Radhakrishnan
(Retd) panel’s report, till April
2018, 73% of total prison inmates
in Maharashtra consisted of un-
dertrial prisoners and at Arthur
Road jail (Mumbai central
prison), the number of inmates
was three times more than the
sanctioned capacity.

The panel also recom-
mended repairs in women's
prison and said that priority be
given for women prisoners to
meet their children who are out-

side and also directed weekly
OPDs consisting of gynaecolo-
gists and paediatricians.

In January 2020, the High
Court had formed a three-mem-
ber committee headed by re-
tired judge Justice
Radhakrishnan for disposal and
distribution of proceeds on pri-
ority to PMC Bank depositors.
The court had ordered constitu-
tion of the panel on the PIL seek-
ing the public auction of all as-
sets of debt-ridden Housing
Development Infrastructure Ltd
(HDIL) either mortgaged with
the crisis-hit PMC Bank or at-
tached by the Economic
Offences Wing, Mumbai.

He will be cremated on
Wednesday afternoon at a cre-
matorium near Teachers Colony,
Bandra (East).

EDU DEPT REVISES 3-COURSE MEAL PLAN

Sweet dish in mid-day
meal only if school
managements can
raise funds for sugar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

MID-DAY MEAL served in
Maharashtra’s government
schools will include sweet dish
only if the respective School
Management Committees
(SMC) can raise funds through
public participation to buy sugar
required to prepare these dishes.

The decision is part of the re-
forms to the three-course meal
plan declared in June 2024 by
the then school education min-
ister Deepak Kesarkar.

The school education de-
partment on Tuesday declared
a Government Resolution (GR)
announcing these reforms.

According to the GR, the revi-
sion was necessitated following
multiple representations from
stakeholders on challenges in
implementing the three-
course-meal plan announced in
June 2024 comprising rice,
pulses, sprouts, and sweet
dishes like rice-kheer and
Nachani Satva (sweet dish made
with raagi flour).

The revised recipe set has ten
dishes which can be prepared
with existing cost for supply of
raw materials for mid-day
meals. In order to offer variety in
food served, these recipes will
be served on different days.

The chart of the revised set
of recipes also includes options

of two sweet dishes and egg pu-
lao. But it is made clear that the
government will not provide
any additional funds for this.
“These two recipes - Egg
Pulao and rice-kheer or
Nachani Satva (sweet dish
made with Raagi flour) are be-
ing provided as optional
choices. Considering that the
central government has in-
structed to increase public par-
ticipation in the scheme by
holding special-lunches, SMCs
should try to provide the ben-
efits of these two dishes. And
sugar required for the sweet
dishes should be bought with
funds raised through public
participation. No additional
funds are being provided for
this by the government,” states
the government resolution.
Reasoning the decision, the
GR further said, “There were
many challenges in providing
such a three-course-meal plan
atlocal levels. Several organisa-
tions providing mid-day meal
to schools and many other
stakeholders submitted repre-
sentations to the government
regarding the challenges... In ad-
dition to these representations,
the per-student daily food ex-
penditure limit set by the
Central Government, the state
government has decided to
amend the midday-meal
changes proposed by the earlier
government resolution.”

Govt directs
civic bodies to
hold special
drive to remove
illegal hoardings

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment on Monday told the
Bombay High Court that all mu-
nicipal corporations, councils
and nagar panchayats in the
state have been asked to inspect
and remove unauthorised and il-
legal hoardings, banners
through a month-long special
drive to be held from January 26
to February 26.

A four-member committee
of additional chief secretary,
Home department, principal
secretaries of urban develop-
ment along with revenue and
forest department and commis-
sioner of directorate of munici-
pal administration took a re-
view of compliance of court
orders on removal of illegal
hoardings by civic bodies at a
meeting on January 8.

The secretary of state UDD
KH Govindargj filed an affidavit
in reply to a public interest liti-
gation by NGO Suswarajya
Foundation, and others argued
through advocates Uday
Warunjikar and Siddhesh
Pilankar against illegal hoard-
ings, banners in the state.

Last month, the high court
had pulled up the BMC and po-
lice administration for permit-
ting unauthorised hoardings and
banners to come up after state
assembly elections at several
places, including the Fortarea in
South Mumbai, where the court
premises is situated.

The government has now di-
rected the civic bodies to strictly
follow guidelines related to
erection of hoardings, banners,
posters and flexes.

It directed the civic authori-
ties to form a special team
consisting of their administra-
tion in every ward and local
police for removal action and
keep the eviction process in
continuity.

It also directed strict puni-
tive action against organisations
or individuals responsible for
repeated erection of illegal
hoardings and also asked print-
ing presses to check permission
of the local body while printing
such banners and hoardings.
The government has sought a
compliance report from the au-
thorities by February 28.

The HC bench of ChiefJustice
Alok Aradhe and Bharati H
Dangre on January 27 asked the
petitioners to file additional af-
fidavitsin response to the state’s
submissions and posted further
hearing to February 12.
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or soon thereafter.

with such notice.

Dated: 28.1.2025
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Singhi & Co., Advocates & Notary,
Singhi House, 1, Magnet Corporate
Park, Near Sola Bridge, S.G. Highway,
Ahmedabad — 380 059
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL,

AHMEDABAD BENCH
C.P. (CAA)/ 6 (AHM) 2025

connected with

C.A. (CAA)/ 49 (AHM) 2024

In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 read with other applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013

and

In the matter of Scheme of Amalgamation

of

Aditya Birla Finance Limited (“Amalgamating Company”)

with

Aditya Birla Capital Limited (“Amalgamated Company”)

and

their respective shareholders and creditors

ADITYA BIRLA FINANCE LIMITED, a company incorporated )
under the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 and)
having its registered office at Indian Rayon Compound, )

)
)

AND

ADITYA BIRLA CAPITAL LIMITED, a company incorporated )
under the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 and)
having its registered office at Indian Rayon Compound, )

)
)

NOTICE OF HEARING OF THE PETITION

A Joint Company Petition under Sections 230-232 and other applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013,
for Scheme of Amalgamation of Aditya Birla Finance Limited with Aditya Birla Capital Limited and their respective
shareholders and creditors (“Scheme”), was presented by the Petitioner Companies on January 9, 2025. By order
dated January 23, 2025, the Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, Ahmedabad Bench (“Hon’ble Tribunal”) has
fixed the hearing of the said Joint Company Petition on February 20, 2025 before the Hon’ble Tribunal at 10:30 a.m.

Any person desirous of supporting or opposing the said Joint Company Petition should send to the Petitioner
Companies’ advocate at the address mentioned hereunder, notice of his intention, signed by him or his advocate,
with his name and address, so as to reach the Hon’ble Tribunal and the Petitioner Companies’ advocate not later than
2 (two) days before the date of hearing fixed by the Hon’ble Tribunal, i.e., February 20, 2025. Where such person
seeks to oppose the Joint Company Petition, the grounds of opposition or a copy of his affidavit shall be furnished

A copy of the Joint Company Petition will be furnished by the Petitioner Companies’ advocate to any person requiring
the same on payment of the prescribed charges for the same.

Advocates for the Petitioner Companies

rlacapital.com

... PETITIONER NO. 1/
AMALGAMATING COMPANY

... PETITIONER NO. 2 /
AMALGAMATED COMPANY

Sd/-
Singhi & Co.,

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH PUNE

(An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune-411008. Website: www.iiserpune.ac.in
Tender Notice

IISER Pune invites online bids through GeM portal for

Integrated Pest Control Services

Tender documents are published on

https://gem.gov.in/and https://www.iiserpune.ac.in/tenders

Advt.No: IISER/S&P/11/24-25 Dated 27/01/2025

o

NSER FUNE

Registrar (In-Charge)

its Regional Office, Mumbai.

Unique Identification Authority of India
4™ Floor, Bangla Sahib Road, Behind Kali Mandir, )
Gole Market, New Delhi-110 001

Vacancy circular for filling up the posts of Section Officers on
deputation (Foreign Service term basis) in Unique Identification
Authority of India, Regional Office, Mumbai.

Unique Identification Authority of India, invites applications for filling up
02 posts of Section Officers on deputation basis (Foreign Service Terms) at

The application may be furnished in the prescribed pro forma and
forwarded to Director (HR), Unique Identification Authority of India,
Regional Office Mumbai, 7th Floor, MTNL Telephone Exchange, GD Somani
Marg, Cuffe Parade, Colaba, Mumbai-400 005. The last date for receipt of
applications complete in all respect is 03.02.2025. Since this vacancy is to be
filled up on deputation basis. Private candidates are not eligible.

Application received after the last date or otherwise found incomplete shall

not be considered. Further details are available on the Authority's web site
at https://uidai.gov.in/images/VC_65_2024.pdf

AADHARR

Director (HR)

Now Aadhar Enrollment & Updation Facilities can also be available at Aadhar
Seva Kendra (ASK). To locate one near you, visit UIDALGOV.IN or Call 1947

CBC-54103/11/0097/2425

ARMY LAW COLLEGE, PUNE

(Affiliated to Savitribai Phule Pune University & approved by
Bar Council of India & Govt of Maharashtra)

ADMISSION NOTICE: 1¥ YEAR BBALL.B &
BA. LL.B (5 Years Integrated Course) 2025-26

(For Wards of Serving & Retired Indian Army, Indian Navy
& Indian Air Force Personnel Only)

website: https://alcpune.com

1. Army Law College, Pune is a fast developing Institution of
AWES located in a pristine 14 acre fully residential Campus
at Kanhe (Pune). Admission to 1% Year is on the basis of
online admission test MAH LL.B 5 Year CET 2025 (conducted
by Govt of Maharashtra); the CET registration are open upto
03 Feb 2025 & likely to be extended by 1 - 2 weeks.
Tentative Date of MAH LLB 5 YEAR CET 2025 is 28 Apr 2025.
2. Only children of Serving/Retired Army/Navy/Air Force
personnel admitted. Tentative seats BBA LLB; 57-Army, 02-Air
Force & 01 Navy and BA LLB - 60 Army only.

3. Candidates to first register on CET portal https://cetcell.mahacet.org.
Subsequently online application to Army Law College is required
to be filled on website https://alcpune.com/Admissionprocedure
with mandatory - pdf copy of MAH CET 5 Year CET application
and copy of Dependent Certificate (1 or 3) duly signed by CO/OC
Unit/ Zilla Sainik Board/Record Office as applicable. Last date
to apply to Army Law College Pune - upto 15 Jun 2025/CET Result.
Helpline Numbers -9205166365, 9168513509(WhatsApp) and 7875378477
email : admission.alcpune@gmail.com

Principal
Army Law College Pune
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